THE STATE BUDGET PROCESS AND TIMELINE

From MCAEAnnounce #6-04

This is the general timeline for the basic state budget process in the Massachusetts Legislature for use in planning your FY budget campaign.  Please keep it for future reference and share this information with your colleagues and friends. 
Remember the timelines are approximate.  The process can be finished quickly or it can be prolonged. 
For additional information, refer to the "Your Government, Your Taxes, Your Choices" curriculum available in the MCAE Resource section or visit the Mass.Gov website’s State Government Budgetary Processes
http://www.mass.gov/?pageID=mg2terminal&L=4&L0=Home&L1=State+Government&L2=About+State+Government&L3=Budgetary+Processes&sid=massgov2&b=terminalcontent&f=budget_process&csid=massgov2
TIMELINE 
January 
- The Governor files his/her budget called "House 1".    
- The Governor's budget is non-binding and gives the legislature and the public an indication of the Governor's spending priorities.  The House and Senate are not obligated to adopt the Governor's budget figures or priorities when they begin preparing their own budgets in the spring. 
February/March  
-  The House of Representatives begins to draft its budget before the Senate does its budget.  The House is not bound by any budget figures in House 1. 

-  Members of the House of Representatives communicate their priorities to members of the House Ways and Means Committee as part of the preparation to draft the House budget.    
-  At this time, it is important for ABE advocates to communicate their ABE budget request to their Representatives.  In doing so, the Representatives know that ABE is a priority for their constituencies. The communication keeps ABE in the forefront during the budget debates. If we are successful in getting the requested budget figure included into the initial House budget, it eliminates the need to later push for an amendment, which can be a difficult step. 
April 
-  House Ways and Means presents its budget to the full House where it is debated, amended and passed. 

-  The Senate begins its budget process.  Senators communicate their priorities to members of the Senate Ways and Means Committee.  The Senate is not bound by any budget figures in either House 1 or the House of Representative's budget. 
 -  Just as with the House, it is important for ABE advocates to communicate the preferred ABE budget request to their Senators. 
May  
-  Senate Ways and Means presents its budget to the full Senate where it is debated, amended and passed. 
June 
-  Since the House and Senate versions of the budget will not be identical, they must compromise to pass one budget for the state.  
-  The Conference Committee, comprised of 3 members of the House and 3 members of the Senate, is formed to negotiate the differences between the two budgets.  This part of the process can be very difficult and time consuming.  Because the Conference Committee would be inundated with requests from constituents, these negotiations are usually very private and the members of the Committee are usually very inaccessible. 

-  Since it is more difficult for constituents to have influence during Conference Committee negotiations, it is extremely important that ABE advocates communicate with their Representatives and Senators throughout the budget process.  They should not hear from you only in a crisis or when you want something.  
-  The Conference Committee compromises on its budget differences and one budget is presented to both the House and the Senate for a vote.  The House and Senate can only vote for or against the budget in its entirety.  No further amendments are allowed. 

-  The House and Senate pass a budget and send it to the Governor for signature.  
-  The Governor has 10 days to review and sign the budget.  The Governor also has line item veto authority and can veto entire line items, reduce the amount in a line item and/or strike budget language.  The Governor cannot add additional money to a line item. 

- The full legislature (House and Senate together) need a 2/3 vote to override any of the Governor's vetoes. 

- If the Governor takes no action on the budget within 10 days, it automatically becomes law. 
July 
-  The new budget year begins on July 1st, hopefully with a new budget for the fiscal year. 
